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SUBJECT: SHABA INCURSION - POSSIBLE RESCUE EFFORT 


1 . REUTERS (AND OTHER AFTERNOON PRESS) CARRYING FOLLOWING: 
QUOTE: WASHINGTON. MAY 16 - U.S. PARATROOPERS AND TRANS- 
PORT PLANES HAVE BEEN PLACED ON ALERT FOR A POSSIBLE 
EVACUATION OF AMERICANS AND OTHER FOREIGN NATIONALS FROM 
ZAIRE, DEFENSE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS SAID TONIGHT. UNQUOTE. 

2. CLEARED PRESS GUIDANCE (WHICH WILL ALSO BE USED WITH 
SECRET 


SECRET 


PAGE 02 STATE 125187 


A NUMBER OF AFRICAN COUNTRIES AS NEEDED) STATES THAT: 
"SOME UNITS OF THE 82ND AIRBORNE HAVE BEEN PLACED ON AN 
INCREASED ALERT STATUS. NO UNITS ARE DEPLOYED. THIS IS A 
NORMAL AND REASONABLE PRECAUTION TAKEN WHEN AMERICAN 
CITIZENS ARE LOCATED IN A REMOTE AREA WHERE CONFLICT IS 
OCCURRING. IT SHOULD BE SEEN AS THAT AND NO MORE." 
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3. YOU SHOULD APPROACH HIGHEST APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES 

OF HOST GOVERNMENTS AT EARLIEST POSSIBLE MOMENT TO SET FORTH 
OUR THINKING, DRAWING ON FOREGOING FROM THE PUBLIC DOMAIN 
AND ON FOLLOWING WHICH WE REQUEST BE HELD MOST CLOSELY. 

4. WE ARE FOLLOWING SITUATION IN SHABA WITH ATTENTION AND 
CONCERN, LIMITED AS WE ALL ARE BY PAUCITY OF HARD INFORMA- 
TION. WE HAVE PLACED THESE UNITS ON INCREASED ALERT STATUS 
AT THIS TIME GIVEN OUR IMPRESSION THAT SITUATION AT 
KOLWEZI IS WORSENING AND GIVEN, FURTHER, THE SUBSTANTIAL 
LEAD TIMES NECESSARY SHOULD IT EVENTUALLY BE DECIDED THAT 
AN EVACUATION NEED BE CARRIED OUT IN A POTENTIALLY HOSTILE 
ENVIRONMENT. WHILE WE STRESS THAT NO RPT DECISION HAS 
BEEN TAKEN THAT THIS IS OR WILL BE NECESSARY, OUR CONTIN- 
GENCY PREPARATIONS CONTINUE. 

5. IN THIS CONTEXT WE ARE AWARE THAT, GIVEN SUBSTANTIAL 
NUMBERS OF BELGIAN AND FRENCH CITIZENS REPORTED PRESENT 
IN KOLWEZI, A COLLABORATIVE, RATHER THAN UNILATERAL, 

EFFORT MAY PROVE TO BE INDICATED. WE WISH FRENCH AND BEL- 
GIANS TO KNOW THAT WE HAVE THIS IN MIND, AND THAT WE MAY 
FIND IT NECESSARY IN NEAR FUTURE TO SUGGEST SOME FORM OF 
JOINT PLANNING. AS THIS CONSIDERATION, IN ITSELF, WILL 

PLAY A ROLE IN OUR EVOLVING THOUGHT ON HOW BEST TO DEAL WITH 
KOLWEZI SITUATION, WE WOULD APPRECIATE HAVING AN INDICA- 
TION FROM THEM AS TO WHETHER THEIR THINKING MAY BE PARA- 
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LLELING OURS AND WHETHER THEY MAY BE RECEPTIVE TO SUCH 
SUGGESTION IF IN FACT MADE. 

6. FYI: DOD OFFICIALS HAVE DISCUSSED THE MATTER WITH 
BELGIAN AND FRENCH SENIOR MILITARY ATTACHES IN WASHINGTON. 
VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ARMED FORCES, MILITARY BUILDUP, CITIZEN PROTECTION, EMERGENCY EVACUATION, MILITARY PLANS, CAT-A 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 17 may 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE125187 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: LDJUNIOR:PH 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: P8101 12-1060 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780548/aaaaboxf.tel 

Line Count: 100 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 4be7b39b-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN NODS 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: SECRET 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2661511 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SHABA INCURSION - POSSIBLE RESCUE EFFORT 
TAGS: MOPS, PINS, CASC, CG, US 
To: PARIS BRUSSELS MULTIPLE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/4be7b39b-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



